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2 “ Ira Klein, Westmoreland’ s
: witness as the trial entered its 13th$
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APTICLE APPEARED
ONPASE_A—4

ey

CBS Producer Repqrted Warned

‘:Yes,” Klein said firmly, “and |

- By Eleanor Randolph

s Washington Post Staff Writer

.. NEW YORK,. Jan. 7—The film"
editor for the CBS documentary at
issue in retired general William C.
Westmoreland"s $120 million libel
. suit said today that he had warned"

. CBS producer George Crile bet'ore A
_the broadcast that Crile was Jeop'
ardxzmg the project and “destroymg"
 the credibility of the film.”

“week, also ‘said that Crile and oth-3

: ers at the network refused to heed?

“his' warnings  about flawshe be=
¢ lieved were developmgm the show“
wluch was aired Jan. 23, 1982, .. %
* Klein testified that one “CBS of-"
ficxal said “don’t get involved” when }
Klem complained that Crile’s thesns
for the show, entitled “The Un- .
oounted Enemy: A Vietnam Decep- -
"tion,” was not supported by the-
tx‘anscnpts of interviews conducted !
* for the documentary. Klem also said |

{

‘he was rebuffed when he told Crile ]
that the film's credibility would be | l
strained “by not permxttmg ‘Gen.
Westmoreland to have txme to
present his point of yiew.” - 5
. “Did Mr. Crile say anythmg in’
“response to that?’ Westmoreland

' lawyer Dan M. Burt asked. - :
=, “Yes,” Kiéin said. “Mr.- Cnle told

g

_me he was deciding what was ac-
" curate and what was true t
. Was't” s i

In cross-exammatlon,

 ney David Boies tried to: attack

1 fa

'?‘“was “a social petvert,” and $aid that.

" Boies asked at one point. . <~ - %

- conflict, citing ‘an mtemew Klein'«
¢ gave after the broadcast.” - "5 %]

. . stand to look'at him.” .~ :

Klein's credibility by demonstrating |
that the two men had a personality: |

Klein acknowledged that he had:!
{ told author” Don Kowet that Crlle

by the: -end of their. working " ‘rela-"
! tionship on -the show, “I couldn' "]

“Did you tell’ thxs reporter that
Mr Crile was ‘devious and slimy?’ 7 1

s e
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lieve that to be s0.”
" ‘Boies also attempted to prove to

'i‘
lthe jury that Klein was merely a

‘.‘ ‘technician, who was not familiar

L. with many of the documents that
;. the “CBS .Reports” team used in
i - preparing the show. .

A

acy” of top military mtelhgence of-

g Aicials in 1967 to_sitppréss higher

4 “-enemy - troop - figures :to maintain
« -support for theMetnam ‘War. ‘*
"'“* Klein' made it clear that he be-
** heved that many - «of Crile’s methods

wwere unethical and not >up to CBS’ :

a ]oumahstxc standards. -

s-p--u-.wwr,vnav<m

¥ new president of CBS News. - . ¢ -
‘At the screening, Klein testified,

v Cnle wanted to-cut short a etate- .

ik"nv'nent that Westmoreland made~on .
.an NBC “Meet the Press” program:

"in 1967 because the end of the quo-:
_tation seemed to contradict what

“ Westmoreland had said in his inter-.

view with Mike Wallace.
: Klein, who was working’ the

sound system for the screemng. E

testified that-Crile had told him that

.he would signal the moment to cut

off the statement by standing up in
* the back of the room and signaling
- with .a downward motlon of hxs
. hand.-
. “And dnd he do that’” Westmore-
g land lawyer Burt asked..

+“Yes, he did,” Klein sald

i+ Klein, who is now work_r_:_\w

o fxgg-langg film editor for the Cor-

wporatlon for Entertainment.-and
§ fearmng, an independent television

groductlon firm, -said that ‘Samuel
4Adams. .a. former Central - Intelli-

- gence ‘geiice Agency analyst who-is a co-
_ "defendant, had told him that West- i
. moreland’s _intelligence chief for-
< part of the period in _question was.
: ” and not serious-
. lyill, as Adams and Crile had pre-

. ‘viously believed, -After one session
. with (% rile and Adams, Klein said he

[ .
SE ]

'The program alleged that West-f-
moreland participated in a “conspir--

% A free-lance -employe for. CBS ‘
from 1978 to* 1982 Klein. had his ;
-‘'strongest moment on -the stand
" when he “described his role as a

. 'sound technician during a screening
of the show for Van Gordon Sauter, -

told Cnle, “You reahze that Mr

Adams seems obsessed.” Klein tes- !
tified ‘that Crile had said he knew .
that and later told Klein not to allow"

. Adams in the film editing room.

Klein also testified that after the
broadcast . had axred *»Adams came,
‘into his’ edltmg room: >and ‘told me's .
that we "have to ‘come ‘clean; we
have  to~make ¢ statement;- éthek,

. prémise of the show'istinaccurate.”

“I looked at Sam and said, ‘It’s a
little ‘bit Jate " and Mr Adams ‘said
to me ‘that he 'was telhng George..
[Crile] all along that LBJ. [Presxdent
Lyndon B. Johnson] had to know.”

Speaking with- reporters outsnde
the courtroom, Adams denied that
he had said “exactly thiat” to Klein, .
but he ‘said Klein’s ‘testimony ‘was |
probably an extrapolatlon of my, ]

.wew that probably somebody lugh-*

er up” than Westmoreland “knew"

2-about the suppressed -intelligence -

figures. “But we dxdn’t have the
goods on anybody else,” %« st s
~ CBS will begin- presentmg lts
case on Tuesday. ,

Special correspondent ]ahn Kermedy
contributed to th:s report. S
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